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With cutting-edge hardware on the way, the days are numbered for Room 200 as we 
know it. 
UPDATE: NEW COMPUTERS ACTUALLY 
EN ROUTE TO ROOM 200 COMPUTER LAB 
However, operating system software will not be updated 
By Josh Turner 
RG Contributing Editor 
In a recent e-mail message sent to all 
law students, Neal Plotkin, Director of In-
formation Technology at MLS, confirmed 
that the school has ordered 25 new com-
puters for the Computer Lab in Room 200. 
Although further information regarding the 
arrival and installation dates of these ma-
chines is not yet available, they should 
presumably be up and running fairly soon, 
with one potentially critical drawback: 
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they will likely still be running Windows 
3.1, an operating system that was made 
obsolete by the introduction of Windows 
95 two years ago . 
. The computers will all be Dell 
Pentium lls, with 233 MHz processors. 
Although these do not represent the abso-
lute state of the art, as Dell and many other 
computer manufacturers are now offering 
300 MHz chips in their top of the line sys-
tems, the 233 MHz chip will have more 
than enough power to run all current ap-
plications. In particular, students will no-
tice a dramatic improvement over the an-
cient 486 33 MHz machines currently in 
the lab when running applications such as 
Netscape, Microsoft Word, and the new-
est releases ofLEXIS and Westlaw. 
There was no indication in the e-mail 
message about whether a migration to a 
newer operating system would occur when 
the new machines are installed, but the In-
formation Technology group at MLS has 
stated in the past that such a migration is 
unlikely. 
There is some concern, however, 
about how these new platforms, designed 
See COMPUTERS, page 2 
DEAN LEHMAN SPEAKS 
ON SUCCESSFUL 
FUNDRAISING DRIVE 
By Sanjeev Date 
RG Contributing Editor 
The Law School just recently com-
pleted the most successful fund-raising 
campaign in the history of public legal 
education, raising over $90 million 
throughout a seven year campaign. Dean 
Jeffrey Lehman spoke to the RG regard-
ing this landmark achievement, and the 
way it will effect the future of this school. 
Q: Let's deal with the specifics of the 
campaign. How much money in present 
value was raised? 
A: The total value is around $91 million. 
Present value is a different story, since 
none of that $91 million is discounted to 
present value; for example, if a 20 year 
old promises to leave a million dollars in 
his will, that counts as a million dollars. 
First, roughly $24 million is in bequest 
commitments. The present value of that 
is tough to figure out, since people have 
different life expectancies. If you knock 
that $24 million out, that leaves $66 mil-
lion, which is either cash in hand or pledges 
to be fulfilled within 5 years. So, the 
present value is probably $66 million plus 
around the $7 million of present value for 
the bequest commitments. Roughly $70 
to $75 million dollars in present value. 
Q: What will the money be used for spe-
cifically? 
A: The $66 million is divided into two 
parts, endowment and expendable. The 
expendable is divided into two parts; re-
stricted and unrestricted. Restricted in-
cludes grants, for example, for funding the 
Kellogg Program for Child Advocacy. The 
See FUNDRAISING, page 2 
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Computers 
Continued from page 1 
and tested from the start with Windows 95 
or NT, will cope with an obsolete operat-
ing system such as Windows 3.1 . "It would 
astonish me if any major computer manu-
facturer would guarantee a new [computer] 
system's performance while it was running 
Windows 3.1 ," said Jeff Schuster, a com-
puter training specialist with a major com-
puter systems training firm. 
Schuster, who has designed and 
implemented computer training courses for 
clients like Hewlett-Packard, also noted 
that many newer peripherals, such as video 
and network cards, which control how the 
computer displays data on the monitor and 
communicates with a network, are de-
signed for the Plug and Play environment 
unique to Windows 95. "Windows 3.1 
drivers for those devices may not exist," 
he said, meaning that in order to run an 
old operating system, MLS may be forced 
to use some outdated hardware. 
Windows 3.1 is a 16 bit operating sys-
tem, whereas both NT and Windows 95 
use 32 bit architecture. When running pro-
grams designed to use this feature (mean-
ing virtually every program designed in the 
past two years), a machine using a 32 bit 
operating system will be much more re-
sistant to system crashes than a comparable 
FOREGO 
LEXIS·-NEXIS: 
AND YOU CAN 
EXPECT A 
The 1997 AMLAW Tech 
Survey showed the top 100 law 
firms use the LEXIS"-NEXIS" 
services more than any other 
electronic research tool. 
More than Westlaw: More 
than CD-ROM. More than 
the Internet. So it should suit 
you well, too. 
NUMBb ONE IH THE RSAL WORLD. 
- LEXIS"·NEXIS" 
t;t ... -<lf<llo--plc-
16 bit unit Windows 3.1 also does not sup-
port filenames longer than eight charac-
ters, which can lead to compatibility prob-
lems when dealing with files generated on 
a machine running Windows 95, such as a 
student's home PC. 
Furthermore, Windows 3.1 is inca-
pable of using more than 16 megabytes of 
memory, no matter how much memory is 
actually installed in the machine. Since 
most new computers are shipped with at 
least 32 megabytes, running 3.1 would 
essentially waste half of the computer's 
memory. 
Although no word was given regard-
ing the purchase of newer Apple 
Macintosh machines, there has been some 
discussion of upgrading those resources, 
as well. The Apples currently in the lab 
are just as old as the Gateway 486s, and 
have similar difficulties running many of 
today's processor and memory intensive 
applications. 
The RG will continue to publish up-
dates on the computing situation as events 
develop. 
• 
LE~IS an~ N?IS are register~ trademarks of ~eed E.Jsevier Properties Inc .. used under license. The INFORMATION ARRAY IOQO is a trademark of Reed Elsevier 
roperties nc., used under license. West law JS a regiStered trademanot of WestGroup. 01997 LEXIS-NEXIS, a division of Reed ""Elsevier tnc:. AI rights reserved. 
Fundraising 
Continued from page 1 
unrestricted part is rolled into the budget 
every year and is used for faculty salaries 
and staff salaries, etc. In order to balance 
the budget every year, I bank on getting 
$2.2 million dollars every year in unre-
stricted funds. The biggest piece of this 
unrestricted amount goes to the legal writ-
ing program, which costs $700,000 per 
year. 
The endowment gift, which is about 
$43 million including cash in hand and 
pledges, is invariably restricted; the donor 
gives an endowment for a particular pur-
pose. The University manages this money 
to maximize total return, and annually al-
lows us to spend 5% of the average mar-
ket value of the money over the last three 
years. Anything they earn beyond the 5% 
is reinvested to guard against inflation. So 
for example, the student endowment from 
the campaign is $8 million, 5% of which 
is $400,000. So that's $400,000 per year 
in new scholarships. This endowment will 
increase to $11 million within five years, 
which will add another $150,000 in schol-
arship money. 
The faculty endowment will be $18 
million dollars, including cash in hand and 
pledges. This money will be used prima-
rily to increase the size of the faculty by 
creating new positions. This $18 million 
will translate into about six new 
faculty positions. These positions 
are currently open and the hiring 
committees are looking for new 
professors. 
Program endowments are for spe-
cific programs. For example, the 
ADR program is paid for by this 
gift. A program on the Business 
of Law will come out of this en-
dowment, as well as a facul ty 
exchange program with law 
schools in Japan. 
Last but not least, there is the 
Dean's discretionary endowment, 
which I used to support programs 
and symposia. One piece of this 
is money for video conferencing 
to be used by the Career Services 
Office. This will allow students 
See FUNDRAISING, page 9 
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RG IL Job Hunt Survey 
By Susan Foxman 
RG Contributing Editor 
Earlier this fall the RG distributed sur-
veys to the 2Ls in which students were 
asked about their IL job search the previ-
ous year. (True to the tradition of the RG, 
this article will just present the results -
you' ll be spared a discussion about sam-
pling error, the implications of the results, 
and any comment about Career Services.) 
With approximately one-third of the 2L 
class responding, the following generali-
zations are possible: 
Of those who wanted legal jobs over 
the summer 99% actually got a legal job. 
There were no statistically significant 
differences in the data when divided be-
t w e en 
Summer 
and Fall 
Month In Which Offer Was 
starters -
you'll be 
sparedthep 
values. 
(Note: 
summer 
starters are 
June '97 
May '97 
Apr. '97 
Mar. '97 
Feb. '97 
Jan. '97 
Dec. '96 
Nov. '96 
Ott. '96 
Received 
30% 
better at responding to surveys than fall 
starters, with almost half of the summer 
starters responding to this survey.) 
Exactly half 
20% of Fall starters did not even have 
a GPA at the time they applied for their 
job. 
Students were also asked to provide 
advice to current lLs on finding a sum-
mer job. The 
second-tier markets such as Cleveland, 
Pittsburgh, Minneapolis, and St. Louis. 
On-campus interviewing was strongly rec-
ommended as a way to find a job, as well 
as to make connections for the 2L search 
("employers remember if you showed in-
terest as a IL when 
students 
unanimously 
advised that 
lLs start 
their search 
as early as 
possible, 
with one stu-
dent insisting 
that ILs 
Primary Resource Used to Get Job they meet you again 
in room 200 as a 
2L"), and to practice 
interviewing. 
8% 
59% 
should "have [their] resumes and cover let-
ters ready to go out on Dec. 1." Persever-
ance was also re-
DProfessor 
DOn-Campus 
Interview 
c Off-Campus Search 
• Family/Friend 
Connection 
1:1 Previous Employer 
•Other 
ffitimately, the 
comments of one 
student seemed to 
sum up the 2Ls' re-
action to the IL job 
hunt best: "You will 
get out of the search just what you put into 
it. Research early and get your mailing 
peatedly recom-
mended, in that lLs Average Salary/Week by Job Type 
•Firm 
CResearch 
•Public lnt 
IOICorp. 
DGov~ 
I!IUnion 
should not "quit un-
til [they] get what 
[they] want." Some 
students blamed the 
"defeatist attitude of 
students who did 
not get their first 
choice" as the biggest reason 
$1 .200 
$1 .000 
$800 
$600 
$400 
$200 
so 
students did not get summer jobs. "Those 
who believed that they would never find 
work took 
$975 
of the students got 
jobs in the location 
they consider their 
Percentage of Students by Job Type themselves 
out by December 1-that way you won't 
have to sacrifice studying for finals. Use 
your semester and spring breaks as a time 
to visit employers-don't wait for them 
to fly you out, and don't wait for them to 
call you. Don't be discouraged by others' 
good fortune-we can't all have a federal 
judge for an aunt, a CEO for a father, and 
a named partner for a mom. However, 
never underestimate the power of 'Michi-
gan Law School ' on your resume-it 
means a lot once you get outside of 
Hutchins Hall." 
"hometown." 
Exactly half 
of the students got 
jobs in a location 
they did not con-
sider their "home-
town." 
21% 
The average salary per week was $684. 
(See chart for division by job-type.) 
The average GPA of those who had 
GPAs when they applied for their job was 
3.4. 
8% 
14% out of the 
•Firm running-
•Research they de-
DCieorl<ship 
railed their a Public Int. 
•earp own train." 
•Gov't Stu-
•union dents were 
split on 
whether the 
lL search is about hard work and unre-
lenting search efforts or whether the "lL 
job is all about connections" and "GPAs." 
For those without connections or a 4.3 
GPA, stUdents recommended applying to 
The RG would like to thank all those who 
participated in this survey. 
• 
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3 Seco 
By Bruce Manning 
RG Contributing Editor 
Just yesterday, I put up my Valentine's 
Day decorations (cherubs and red foil 
hearts now adorn my living space) and 
filled my candy dish with chalky hearts 
which say "Be Mine 4 Ever." Next Thurs-
day, I'll cover Cupid with a leprechaun, 
the red foil hearts with a shamrock, and 
replace the "U R A QT" with green 
M&Ms. My point is that the seasons, as 
measured in the modem fashion by the 
holidays, pass by mighty quick here in the 
Lexis Nexus, an inter-dimensional place 
where time passes three times as fast as 
elsewhere. I know you'll think it prema-
ture of me to talk of mistletoe and cham-
pagne when you're yet to be mangled by 
exams, but believe me: Winter Break is 
here. 
That said, I'd like to give y' all a bit 
of advice about how to handle friends and 
family this holiday season now that you're 
a lawyer. I know what you're thinking: 
"I'm only alL who's about to fail Torts, 
not a lawyer!" True as that may be here 
WHO'S ON TOP OF 1HE 
in Law Land, to the outside world, once 
you've bought the casebook, you're a law-
yer. Sort of. You're a lawyer in the sense 
that children don't trust you, that Uncle 
Lenny, who fancies himself a comedian 
will make you the butt of his ')okes," that 
used car salesman find you frightening, 
that acquaintances from high school will 
show up at your door and ask you to help 
them with their latest possession and dis-
tribution charge, their eviction, or their 
speeding tickets. You're not a lawyer in 
the sense that you can't bill these various 
jerks $175 an hour for providing their 
amusements. 
So, some helpful advice: 
First, as soon as you possibly can, run 
to the Red Cross and donate blood. Do-
nate lots of blood. Donate so much blood 
that they give you a medal and a little lami-
nated card that you can carry in your wal-
let and whip out to impress people when 
they start harping on the legal profession 
and how it's responsible for all the ills in 
this country, not to mention the oppres-
sion of the native peoples of Upper Volta, 
TOTEM POLE 
AT AMERICA'S TOP 100 LAW FIRMS? 
The 1997 AMLAWTech Survey showed the top 100 law 
firms use the LEXIS'-NEXIS" services more than any 
other electronic research tooL More than Wesdaw: 
More than CD-ROM. More than the Internet. 
You'll find yourself on top when you use LEXIS-NEXIS. 
NUMBER ONE .. THE REAL WORLD. 
- LEXIS"·NEXIS. 
.a._ .. -ofrt.tkaol_pl<_ 
Number one with America's top 100 law firms 
LEX!S an~ NEXIS are reg1ster~ trademarks of .Reed Elsevier Properties Inc., used under liCense. TI'KliNFORMATION ARRAY 10g0 is a trademark o1 Reed Elsevier 
Propertes Inc., used ur.cler liCenSe. Westlaw IS a regiStered trademark of WestGroup. C1997 LEXIS·NEXIS, a division of Reed Bsevier Inc. All rights reserved. 
the disappearance of the Martian ozone 
layer, and the rampant moral depravity of 
seventeenth century France. The lami-
nated card should read "The United States 
Red Cross, C. Everett Koop and the ghost 
of Mother Theresa hereby declare that the 
undersigned is, in fact, a candidate for can-
onization and not, as you might initially 
think, an evil bloodsucker." This little card 
could make life a whole lot easier for you. 
Second, make a gift list. A gift list, 
you say, is a gross presumptuous thing. 
True true, but let me illuminate the future 
if you do not. When I was a wee one, all 
I wanted was toys, which I got for a few 
years, but then I started receiving socks 
and sweaters. Which I hated but then 
came to love. In fact, all I really want 
these days are objects which postpone 
laundry day. Now, ifi blithely go forward 
and await the shirts and underwear I've 
received for the last few years, sure that 
this year will be like those before it, I will 
be gravely disappointed. Without a gift 
list, I will receive, nicely wrapped, The 
New Yorker Book of Lawyer Cartoons, a 
Shakespearean "First thing we do is kill 
all the lawyers!" t-shirt, a tie with a 
gold scales-of-justice pattern, 
Everything 's Politically Correct When 
Insulting Lawyers Part Ill, and a used 
video cassette of a John Grisham 
movie. Avoid this disaster with a 
simple request for a new pillowcase 
and some boxers and your smiles and 
"thank yous" might actually be genu-
ine. 
Third, wake up each morning, start-
ing tomorrow, and look in the mirror. 
Fixing yourself squarely in the eyes, 
deadpan "Very funny, Uncle Lenny. 
My secretary will be invoicing you for 
$45.50." It just might work. 
• 
By Larry Sager 
RG Contributing Editor 
.•. testified he was naked on the 
roof. Moot Court? Legal Writing? Ap-
pellate Practice? Spice up your statement 
of facts-add some naked people. No need 
to shake the shit out of the kid, Nanny. Call 
child-rearing expert [MAD TV's] Charlie 
Newall who "comes over and scares the 
crap out of your kids." Frighten the little 
buggers into submission. Rumor has it the 
LSSSSSS has investigated and determined 
there are "too many women's groups in 
the law school." One comes to mind at 
this moment. Don't want them women 
forming a bunch of groups ... who knows 
what could happen. 
THE PIRANHA SCHOOL OF LAW. A 
couple of 2L's are breeding piranhas in 
their apartment. They started feeding the 
little devils live goldfish, graduated to 
mice, squirrels, and even a baby raccoon. 
Plans are to move the beasts into the bath 
tub, then lure some unsuspecting drunken 
IL's over with promises of "some killer 
class outlines, dude." Beware or be meat. 
Coming clean. A disease-infested 
zone of viral, fungus-munching plague-
ridden pestilent affliction ... has now 
spread ... to your gizmo. You were gentle. 
You spoke softly. You prompted, you 
poked, okay ... you begged, you pleaded. 
You sat and waited. Frustrated, but hop-
ing for any hint of a sign . . . that your 
patien<.;e might pay off. You sat for so long, 
that you got festering open sores on your 
butt. And then foolishly ... foolishly, 
(blame it on fate, blame it on a moment of 
excitement), you engage .... "Without 
protection?" your friends gasp. "It 
couldn't happen to me!" you explain. 
"You didn't have BACK-UP protection?" 
"I had a back-up." "But you didn't Back-
Up your Back-Up?" "I never heard of 
that," you plead, "I'm ensconced with 
bacteria!" It Can't Happen Here? Only at 
the Frat House across the street? 
WELCOME To THE LAw ScHooL CoM-
PUTER LAB. Where an epidemic orgy of 
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rampant infection does the deed (slowly) 
with your outlines, writing samples, class 
notes, and final briefs (never a rough draft). 
Hasn't happened to you? It's not finals 
week yet. But we're damn close. Myste-
rious computer crashes, disk-wash-outs, 
template viruses, files turning invisible ... 
Concern about law students needing 
"protection" from unsolicited e-mail, or 
worse yet, from exposure to a stereo sale 
or chain letter is not a problem. The de-
lete key is a better solution than a muzzle, 
in fact, I estimate that in two more weeks 
I will have finally deleted, (though not 
read), the 467 e-mail messages from Neal 
Plotkin. Mutant viruses living in the com-
puter lab that will destroy or rearrange your 
disk and your semester's hard work into 
an unrecognizable unusable remnant of 
goop? This is a problem. 
Sixties Section. I came this close to 
buying an "Oh my god! They killed 
Kenny" t-shirt. Speaking of which, No-
vember 22nd, another JFK assassination 
anniversary arrives. He vowed to shatter 
the CIA in a million pieces, but instead, a 
"magic bullet" shattered 
his skull to pieces in an 
open limousine crawling 
giving a Gooo SAMARITAN AwARD to an 
arsonist who sets a city block on fire, and 
then returns to pull a kid out of a burning 
building. 
Ronald v. Blockbuster Censor-thy-
ship. Blockbuster Video filed a 
countersuit for malicious prosecution 
claiming Ronald McDonald was not vic-
tim in a beating, but "engaged in rough 
consensual sex," also alleging that Ronald 
"spliced pornographic movies into copies 
of animated Disney videos." A surprise 
tactical move, Blockbuster then amended 
their answer, deleting key parts of its af-
frrmative defense. The countersuit asks 
for $3.5 million in damages, asserting that 
Ronald "smells bad" and is "not a nice 
person." While Blockbuster executives 
have downplayed their new "self-censor-
ship" strategy, (explaining their company's 
"traditional family values" would not suc-
cumb to sexual allegations), staid legal 
analysts believe Blockbuster will "get its 
ass kicked" in federal court. 
In related developments, McDonald's 
Corporation has decided to pull the plug 
on a humorous, light-hearted multi-million 
along a Dallas main street. 
Yale University's Eugene 
Rostow suggested forming 
a commission to assure the 
world of the United States' 
stability amidst worries by 
some that the United States 
I estimate that in two more weeks I 
will have finally deleted, (though not 
read), the 467 e-mail messages from 
Neal Plotkin. 
looked like a "banana re-
public." Lyndon Johnson 
initially opposed the idea stating, "We 
can't be checking up on every shooting 
scrape in the country." 
The greater tragedy, if one is so in-
clined to say, the assassination of Robert 
Kennedy, who had just won the Califor-
nia Presidential primary. Genuine socio-
economic hope was plundered on the heels 
of Medgar, Malcolm, Martin, and Medi-
ocrity would reign supreme, peacefully, 
securely, steadfast. 
Segue to Richard Nixon carpet-bomb-
ing Vietnam, while constitution stabbers, 
nattering nabobs, and social misfits advo-
cated concentration camps for anti-war 
prote~tors. In the end, Nixon gets acco-
lades as a master of foreign policy-like 
dollar commercial promotion "Build Your 
Own Burger" portraying Ron graphically 
killing his own cow, slicing it up and eat-
ing it using natural herbs harvested from 
clear-cut rain forests. Described as a "get-
ting back to nature promotion" executives 
thought this somehow portrayed an envi-
ronmentally-sound company policy. [Sec-
ond-year law student C.L. caught the rare 
commercial on video tape, aired during a 
rerun of "The Ghoul" on a Parma com-
munity access cable channel. Also, avail-
able on the Internet: outtakes of Ronald 
tossing various "spare" cow parts & in 
see LARRYS HOUSE, page 8 
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Two Cents Worth on go Million Dollars 
Since the law school's recent fundraising drive was an enormous success, the RG 
thought we would offer a few suggestions for improving the physical environment of 
the Law School building. Granted, spending money on creature comforts is hard to 
justify in the face of many other compelling causes, but we think that a few carefully 
chosen expenditures could greatly benefit the student body (as well as the faculty) as a 
whole. 
The first and most important expenditure should be to update the water fountains 
throughout the law school. As law students who pay twenty-odd thousand dollars a year 
to attend this institution and spend the vast majority of our waking hours in Hutchins 
Hall (or related buildings), we deserve better refreshment than spit -temperature water of 
questionable origin dribbling from fountains which were certainly cutting-edge tech-
nology in the 1930s. 
Second, updating the operating system on the new computers in the lab is in order. 
It seems ridiculous to spend the money on new machines but not to put forth additional 
funds to enable students to utilize the full potential of the new computers. Hopefully, 
this is an expenditure that is already being considered but which has just not been final-
ized. Other computer lab improvements are far overdue: the software in the lab should 
be updated,· since most of the programs have one or more versions newer than the ones 
currently installed on the machines. New Macintoshes will also hopefully be on the 
way, since many students prefer them and they are far and away the best system for 
desktop publishing, access to which would benefit many student organizations (say, for 
example, a small student-run law school newspaper). 
Third, more electrical outlets in classrooms are needed to allow students to plug in 
laptop computers. Laptop use is steadily increasing, but batteries in these computers are 
often not powerful enough to withstand two one hour classes in a row or even one hour's 
worth of intensive games of Hearts. 
As long as we're dreaming, here are a couple more ideas: replacing (or at least 
fixing) the climate control system in the Law School, so at least the season is the same 
from room to room. Also, expanding the Law Quad Cafe so it can actually serve real 
food would be a welcome change. A short-order grill or a salad and sandwich bar would 
be welcome additions that might be feasible, and would keep law students from ever 
having to leave our Hutchins Hall Haven. 
Well, that's our wish list for the time being. We don't ask for much. Really . • 
• 7 
B L A N K S~ 
c u 1 t u r e c 0 r n e r 
High society for low brows since 1996 
By Jason Blankenship, RG Lineman of Fine Culture 
[With spedal uninvited guest Kevin Bringuel, RG Managing Heckler] 
T his is it, boys and girls. The last missive from the Corner, before I shuffle out of Ann Arbor in search of greener pastures and greener paychecks. Or something like that. 
At any rate, this is my last chance to step up on the soapbox and 
improve the cultural landscape of the Law School. I've decided 
to give you a list of must-have albums in my collection. [This 
one goes to 11! -K] This isn' t to say that they're the albums in 
heaviest rotation when I listen to music, but just things that I 
really think you might want to pick up if you don't already have 
them. 
So, without further ado, and in no particular order ... 
[As always, this is just an exhibition, not a competition-so please, 
at home, no wagering.] 
1. Arrested. Development 3 Years, 5 Months, & 2 Days in the 
life of .. 
Intelligent, consciousness-raising-rap that still makes you shake 
your booty. "Mr. Wenda!" is one of the few songs about home-
less people that has a good groove. (If any of you think that 
Crystal Waters' "Gypsy Woman" is better, stick your head in the 
toilet and flush until that feeling goes away.) 
2. Leonard Cohen The Best of Leonard Cohen 
Leonard's voice takes some getting used to, but his songs and his 
poetry are incomparable. "Bird on the Wrre" is one of my all-time 
favorite songs, but it's really hard to pick one above the rest. 
3. Cowboy Junkies The Trinity Session 
The frrst album by this band, and absolutely the best thing that 
they ever did. They've never been able to recapture the sound 
and the passion of this album, although I do enjoy the other ones. 
The best song on here might be "Misguided Angel"- it really 
highlights Margo Timmins' voice and the musical abilities of the 
band. 
4. Marvin Gaye What~ Going On 
Wow. One of the single best albums ever recorded. No low 
points from start to finish. "Inner City Blues" always makes me 
want to cry, or scream. I wonder what Marvin would have done, 
had he not been killed. 
5. Peter Gabriel Secret World Live 
Peter Gabriel's one of my favorite artists, and I could have picked 
any of his albums for this spot, but I c.hose this, the second live 
album. The live versions of "Shaking the Tree" and "In Your 
Eyes" are fantastic, and the whole 2-CD set captures the feel of a 
Gabriel show. [Blanks, you are high if you think this contractual-
obligation schlock is the best P.G. album.] • 
6. k.d. lang Ingenue 
Another great album from start to finish. k.d. 's sound before this 
album was very country, and so it was a huge departure for her, 
but her incredible voice was able to pull these torch songs off. A 
great cd to listen to while you are sitting by the frre with your 
significant other. 
7. Sinead O'Connor The Lion and the Cobra 
A fantastic debut album, which totally captures the pain of her 
experiences. Best song? "Jackie"-Sinead uses the total range 
of her voice, from a whisper to an anguished scream. 
8. Nirvana Nevermind [Never heard of 'em.] 
Yeah, the whole grunge thing is overplayed, but this album really 
did change the fabric of popular music when it came out. [Yeah, 
to flannel.] Think of the radio songs playing before you heard 
the opening guitar of "Smells Like Teen Spirit," and then think 
of what you heard afterwards. [ ... ringing in my ears? Then think 
of how crunchy whine-rock dominated radio for the next three 
years until you were ready to puke ... ] 
9. Van Morrison Astral Weeks 
Great from start to finish--especially when you consider that it 
was created in less than two days. I spent an entire weekend 
listening to this cd in undergrad, but that's another story .... 
10. Tom Petty Wildflowers 
The best thing that Tom has done, totally surpassing his previous 
work. An incredible, rich sound. This one I listen to on a regular 
basis. The best song is "Tune to Move On," but there's really no 
way to pick between them. 
11. Arvo Part Te Deum 
This is a classical cd, a recording in Latin of various prayers and 
chants, and a full Mass. Incredibly moving, spiritual and utterly 
fantastic. 
[12. Yanni~ Greatest Hits] 
Well, that's it for the Corner. It's been a real hoot, and I hope 
that the next music person carries on my work. • , 
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LARRY'S HOUSE 
continued from page 5 
nards in a kind of sick and twisted version 
of bocce ball.] 
Meanwhile, plans to fihn 'The Ronald 
McDonald Story" have begun. Producers 
have lined up Pamela Anderson and Mot-
ley husband Tommy Lee to play 
McDonald and his estranged wife. 
After flying around writing on air-
planes, I developed what I thought was a 
great new pick-up line that instead almost 
got me thrown off a plane for being politi-
cally incorrect. First I pretended to want 
a tiny plastic cup of ice filled with a table-
spoon of Vernor's. Then, armed with my 
lap-top computer, began to show-off how 
I can type stewardess with my left hand 
(really fast), while flashing the overhead 
light on and off with my right. "It's Flight 
Attendant, asshole! You wannabe the rea-
son we tum this plane around and go back 
to Detroit?" "No, I . . .. " "Well then, quit 
flashing that light on and off!" She was 
The Studies of 
L.:L.-L.:L. 
(L.egal L.adm2-L.) 
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Previously: Matt transformed into LL to get l ® 
from his apartment to room 200 in less I §' 
much too old for me anyway. 
It wasn't bad enough that I almost 
missed my plane when some guy kept set-
ting off the metal detector. Idiot Airport 
Security then halted the entire line for 15 
minutes while they ran a hand-held metal 
detector up and down his body. I could 
see the guy had a metal leg, but they had 
to keep running the detector over and over 
and over it. If they're that concerned, why 
not just run him through the x-ray ma-
chine? [By the way, what the hell kind of 
cancer-causing-alpha-gamma-x-rays are 
coming out of the book detector 
thingamabob at the Law Library exit? My 
tax book is growing hair.] Then, later in 
the flight, the guy sitting a row in front of 
me somehow released the "Emergency 
Opening" and got sucked out of the air-
plane along with the cushion attached to 
his seat belt. You should have heard the 
screaming. Luckily, we were on South-
west, so passengers got to vote on whether 
we should tum back to Metro airport. I 
swear the Flight Attendant thought I had 
something to do with it. Anyway, a very 
eloquent speaker named George argued for 
us to "stay the course" pointing out "That 
schlub was on standby. I paid full fare!" 
High School curriculum furor: cre-
ationism or evolution? Either teach them 
both, or neither at all, say some folks. I 
say eliminate them both. Let's get some 
men teaching Home Economics. And I've 
never seen a woman with a finger lopped 
off from a band-saw teaching Shop. How 
'bout gettin' one of them? And I hear 
they're still teaching Music and Art in 
some of these schools. Let's put an end to 
that too. 
Blue wins. Good luck on finals. 
• 
than four minutes for his first interview. i ]' 
U---~-W~--~--L---~ 
12: 5 2 -3 : 2 3 Rm. 200/10 I ~ 13 : 2 L, I 
1~==~==========~ 3 
Sorry. I'm running a little bit behind g 
schedule ... So why our f irm?. .. Why did B" 
you go to law school? ___ What do you ·oo 
like to do when you're not in law 
school? .. What can I tell you about 
The Firm? .. Can I answer any 
questions? ... How about those 
Wolvennes!. .. How'd you do?. .. What 
classes are you talking? ... Take our 
brochure ... Here's my card. feel free 
to call if you have any 
quest ions ... We're out of time. I want 
to sa!J_ on schedule ... 
I'm sure l'll see you again. 
Fundraising 
Continued from page 2 
to interview with firms that aren't coming 
to campus without actually making expen-
sive trips out to interview with them per-
sonally. 
Q: How does this fund-raising campaign 
affect our standing in relation to other law 
schools? Can we compete more effec-
tively for top professors? 
A: Absolutely. One thing that I failed to 
mention is that on top of the basic $91 
million is a $5 million "challenge" gift 
from Terry and Ruth Elkes, class of '59. 
Right now, in competing for faculty, one 
of the key issues is research support. Tra-
ditionally, the way Michigan had built a 
great faculty was because of the Cook 
Trust. We were able to provide the most 
generous research support in the country. 
Recently, some other schools have 
matched us. This Elkes gift could raise 
the bar again. Since it will be $10 million 
if matched, it would provide another 
$500,000 per year of additional research 
support, which will put us above the other 
schools. For years now, we' ve been talk-
ing about hiring more permanent faculty 
and this fund-raising drive makes this pos-
sible. 
Q: It has been suggested that this school 
is effectively a private school, given that 
we receive little in the way of state sup-
port, and because our tuition now meets 
or exceeds that of competing private law 
schools. Is this fund-raising campaign 
further evidence that we have effectively 
achieved private status? 
A: Fiscally, we are no different from 
Columbia or Chicago or NYU. Our w d-
get structure looks the same in that while 
the state gives a subsidy to the University 
as a whole, virtually none of that is passed . 
through to the Law School. Actually, it 
was much worse four years ago when our 
alumni gifts were being surtaxed to help 
the rest of the University. We do receive a 
very small subsidy from the state, that 
probably amounts to the smallest per stu-
dent subsidy on campus. Therefore, if we 
want to remain at the top, we have to act 
like the other schools at the top fiscally 
and engage in this sort of fundraising. 
Now, having said that, I still think that 
this Law School is a public school. The 
history and traditions of a public law 
school are important to our institutional 
identity. So although sometimes people 
are tempted to say that we are a private 
law school, I think that is only true fis-
cally. In other respects, we still feel very 
public. 
Q: What does this say about the charac-
ter of our law school, and of the students? 
Is there anything you'd like to pass along 
to the current generation of students that 
may affect their desire to contribute in the 
future? 
A: It is quite moving to me to see the loy-
alty that our graduates have to this school. 
Over half of the living graduates donated 
to this campaign. It really matters to them 
that they went here and got a Michigan 
education. Many are quite prosperous and 
have decided to share that with the stu-
dents of the future. 
While its early to ask current students 
for contributions, what I've observed is 
that when people start to give and be phil-
anthropic, they become more inclined to 
give later because they feel good about it. 
The best way for students to get involved 
right now is by donating to SFF. It is an 
important part of this law school, and says 
a lot about our students' desire to be phil-
anthropic. I can't say how important it is 
to this law school that our alumni support 
us. Of the $30 million annual budget, gifts 
like these will shoulder quite a large bur-
den. 
Q: What is the future of the fundraising 
campaign? 
A: This is an ongoing process. To short 
term goal is to match the $5 million "chal-
lenge" gift. There are several areas of con-
cern which may require alumni endow-
ments. A lot of alumni are looking to 
build our international programs. Plus, 
there is a strong interest in improving our 
financial aid program; with tuition at 
around $23,000 a year, financial aid is 
more important now that it has ever been. 
Last, there is also the possibility of a build-
ing project to be added to the law school. 
• 
Construction on a larger scale could be in store for the Law School if fu~raising is 
succ~ssful enough to lead to a new "building project." 
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Starship Troopers 90210: 
Melrose Place meets outer space 
By Chris Butler 
RG Contributing Editor 
If Aaron Spelling ever decided to 
make a film about people fighting giant 
bugs across the gal-
axy,ltl!Uikitvvould 
look a hell of a lot 
like the surpris-
ingly entertaining 
Starship Troopers. 
(I'm told that some 
of the lesser knovvn 
members of his 
band of players are 
actually in this 
film.) According 
· ::» to this movie's bold 
vision of the future, Earth's only hope 
against a universe populated by demonic 
giant insects is a bunch of good looking 
high school kids. 
These recent high school grads all live 
in Brazil (though there is not one Hispanic 
person among them) in a vvorld vvhere na-
tional boundaries no longer have any 
meaning, as the entire globe is controlled 
by the kind of shadovvy vvorld government 
that novv only exists in the svveaty night-
mares of Pat Buchanan. 
The basic plot is that the giant bugs 
don't like humans, and the humans don't 
like the giant bugs (vvhy vvould vve?) so 
vve have to go and fight them. Interspersed 
amidst a rather conventional "Earth vs. 
Them" type story line is some truly in-
spired satire in the form of propaganda 
films against the bugs. (These are remi-
niscent of the ads in Robocop, director Paul 
(Shovvgirls) Verhoven's best film. By the 
vvay, only in Hollyvvood could someone 
be given sixty million dollars to make a 
movie about strippers starring someone 
from Saved by the Bell, have that bomb, 
then be given over 100 million to make a 
movie about giant bugs.) Our heroes buy 
this stuff up like it vvas half-price crack, 
and are soon rocketing through space to 
battle the arachnids. 
If you don't think about the story too 
much and just enjoy the spectacularly ren-
dered bugs and the bloody fighting scenes, 
the film is quite enjoyable. At least more 
than any film starring Michael Ironside 
(the "bad scanner" in Scanners) and Neil 
Patrick Harris has any right to be. It's the 
kick-ass summer movie vve never got this 
summer . 
• 
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Book Review 
Fact or Grisham? 
By Mike Sachs 
RG News & Politics Editor 
Barry Scheck has said that it's re-
quired reading in all the classes he teaches 
at law school. Entertainment Weekly 
named it Book of 
the Year in 1995. 
And, the author 
took close to ten 
years writing this 
A Civil Action 
Jonathan Harr 
book, mortgaging his family's entire finan-
cial future on its success. 
No, this isn't Krier and Dukemeier's 
newest edition of their Property textbook, 
or even my own yet-to-be-completed mas-
terpiece, Staring Into the Abyss. Instead, 
it's A Civil Action by Jonathan Harr, which 
advertises itself as a "real-life legal 
thriller." Without a doubt, it's worthy of 
that billing. 
Harr, a sometime-writer for both The 
New York Times and The New Yorker, hit 
the jackpot with this celebrated publica-
tion which, by its cover only, seems like 
yet another of the litany of Turow rip-offs 
which waste valuable space in the fiction 
section at our local bookstores. The title 
definitely doesn't grab you, but what's in-
side the book will. 
A Civil Action tells the story of attor-
ney Jan Schlictmann and his years-long 
litigation battle against two large corpora-
tions which he sued for groundwater con-
tamination in Massachusetts. Families of 
leukemia victims had claimed that several 
different contaminants were responsible 
for infecting groundwater which caused 
the deaths of their loved ones over a 
twenty-year period. Schlictmann, a young, 
rising, and very brash plaintiff's attorney 
in Boston, took the case on a lark and put 
it away into his files. But he couldn't re-
sist the challenge and finally gave it his 
full attention. Several years later, he was 
mortgaging his home, looking under sofa 
seat covers for loose change, and risking 
bankruptcy to keep financing this case 
which had cost his firm several million 
dollars by its end. 
Harr's writing is very workmanlike 
and easy to understand, but what really 
makes the book work is the dynamo of 
Schlictmann's character. Through the eyes 
AT TIIE 
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of the writer, the readers get to watch 
Schlictmann's every move- the legal 
arguments that he creates, the exhibits he 
puts together, the detective work he con-
ducts, the warehouse documents that he 
pores through, and his relationship with 
friends, co-workers, and lovers. 
The personal touch is what separates 
this work from other books which center 
around the same subject matter. Harr 
knows just when to stop reciting the tech-
nical data behind the specifics of ground-
water contamination, and switch to a dis-
cussion of why Schlictmann's latest girl-
friend has left him. Schlictmann believed 
that, by himself, he could actually take on 
two giant corporations with the power of 
several large Boston law firms and an un-
limited bankroll. He also believed that, in 
doing so, he could keep a grip on his per-
sonallife and, more importantly, on real-
ity. I can't reveal whether Schlictmann 
succeeds and, if so, to what extent; how-
ever, it's a heckuva fun ride watching him 
get there. 
In interviews, Harr has admitted that 
almost all of his information and sources 
came from Schlictmann and the other 
plaintiffs' attorneys, though he did conduct 
interviews with several of the defense at-
torneys during his research. His bias in 
favor of Schlictmann and the plight of 
families in the case, however, was the only 
sore point for me. The defense attorneys 
and the judge seemed like mere carica-
tures. I was often asking myself: "They 
couldn't be that stupid, could they?!?" 
I understand that the script for A Civil 
Action has already been bought by Holly-
wood, and that John Travolta will play the 
role of Jan Schlictmann (is there any movie 
currently in which Travolta is not appear-
ing?!?). I can already make an early pre-
diction: it's one movie where the book will 
unquestionably be better . 
• 
-HE .ABILITY TO STOP CHILD AB~~E 
- IS NOW IN ALL OUR HANDS. 
For years, child abuse has been a problem to which there 
were few real answers. But now there's an innovative new program 
that can help stop the abuse before it starts. A program that reaches 
new parents early on, teaching them how to cope with the stresses 
that lead to abuse. It's already achieving unprecedented results . 
So call 1-800-C H I L D R E N today. Because only with your help 
can we keep child abuse from touching the children being born today. 
THE MORE YOU HELP THE LESS THEY HURT. 
1-800-CHILDREN 
National Committee to Prevent Child Abuse 
Note to pub: Do not print info below; for id only 
Child Abuse Prevention Campaign: Grandfather & Baby - Magazine 
Size: 4 5/8 x 10" CAP-M-Ol501D 110 line screen 
(Film at Master Eagle (212) 924-8277) 
